WELCOME TO EED EIBBON WEEK 1003

The Marion County Safe and Drug Free Schools office and Health Educa-
tion have created this packet to equip vou with all the information you will
need to make Red Ribbon Week a success!

We have included a calendar of community events, the history of Red Rib-
bon Week, and websites you may visit for ideas for vour school on Red
Ribbon Week. Should you reguire any assistance, please call Dan Geer at
236-0593 or x50273.

HAVE A GEEAT WEEK!!

THE HISTOREY OF EED RIBEON WEEK!!
Enngue "Kiki" Camarena grew up 10 a dirt-floored house with hopes
and dreams of making a difference.
Camarena worked lus way through college, served in the Mannes and
became a police officer. When he decided to join the U5, Dmug En-
forcement Administration, his mother tried fo talk him out 1it. "I can't
not do this." he told her. "T'm only one person, but I want to make a
difference "

The DEA sent Camarena to work undercover m Mexico mvestigating a
major drug cartel believed to include officers in the Mexican army, po-
lice and government. On Feb. 7, 1985, the 37-vear-old Camarena left
his office to meet lus wife for lunch. Five men appeared at the agent's
side and shoved lum 1n a car. One month later, Camarena's body was
found in 2 shallow grave. He had been tortured to death.

In honor of Camarena's memory and his battle against illegal drugs,
friends and neighbors began to wear red badges of satin. Parents, sick
of the destruction of alcohol and other drugs, had begun forming coali-
fions. Some of these new coaliions took Camarena as their model and
embraced lus belief that one person can make a difference. These coa-
litions zlso adopted the symbol of Camarena's memory, the red rib-
bon.

The National Fanuly Partnership organized the first Nationwide Red
Fabbon Campaign in 1988, Since that tune, the campaign has reached
mullions of U5, children.






